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1 Strategic innovation is at the heart of prompting and enabling systems transformations. By strategic innovation we refer to 
a portfolio of deliberate innovation experiments that intervene within and across whole systems – designed to generate 
alternative business and industrial models and create options for choice and momentum. Such a portfolio needs to nurture 
supply-side innovation that helps to introduce avalanches of new ideas and perspectives, and connect those ideas to 
demand-side, challenge-led innovation. This demand emerges from identifying existing assumptions, habits and value 
generation models that need to change.  
2 For example, rather than an economy based on growth-consumption-obsolescence-disposal that continually exploits the 
planet’s resources, we need a circular economy where waste is feedstock, recycling rates are 100% and fossil carbon stays 
in the ground. Rather than relying on large, polluting energy systems, we need to switch to local clean energy production 
and consumption. For mobility, the shift must be to walking, cycling, and clean mobility-as-a-service, which may require us 
to change the way we live and work. Within financial systems, our attention must shift away from short-term returns 
towards patient capital designed to value fully the social and environmental benefits of investment. To strengthen our 
resilience, we need pro-active, ex-ante adaptation of our cities and food systems rather than just responding to damage 
once it has incurred. 
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3 This ambition is designed to deliberately echo the Sustainable Development Goals, with prosperous highlighting that 
there is no contradiction between what we need to do for climate change and creating jobs. Inclusive implies giving citizens 
agency to appropriate this agenda for themselves and being empowered to move it forward. It also makes clear that any 
change which leads to exclusion of many citizens will not be sustainable. Resilience points out that even a 1.5°C temperate 
rise will create significant climate change adaptation challenges. Circular states that we want a world where the only inputs 
are the re-use of existing materials or renewables and outputs are biodegradable. Zero-carbon as a short-hand for zero-
fossil-carbon, points with clarity to the radical change that needs to take place in the economy if we are to each our goals 
and protect the climate – a vital public good. 
4The climate innovation impact goals have been chosen based on expert judgement and contributions from our community through our 

theory of change process. During 2018 we will investigate these challenges in more detail to ensure 2030 targets are based on the latest 
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scientific analysis and assessment, and develop baselines against which progress can be measured. We will review these periodically to 
ensure they remain fit-for-purpose. 
5 The Sustainable Development Goals, the Paris Agreement, and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.  
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www.climate-kic.org/calls-for-proposals)

http://www.climate-kic.org/calls-for-proposals


 
20th December 2017 

6 
 

http://www.climate-kic.org/calls-for-proposals/
http://www.climate-kic.org/calls-for-proposals/

